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Raleigh Not Picked for Rail Passengers Association’s
Venue for Rail Nation Fall Conference in 2026

As reported in the October issue of FROM THE CAB, Raleigh was one of four cities shortlisted
to be the venue for the next Rail Nation conference. Despite a strong in-person pitch for Raleigh
by All Aboard Carolinas (AAC) member David Robinson at the 2025 Rail Nation conference held
in San Antonio, Texas, and several telephone and Zoom conversations between AAC President
Martin Wheeler and Beau Mills (CEO of North Carolinians for Passenger Rail) and RPA staff,
Raleigh lost out to Toledo which received 32 votes, to Raleigh's 19. The other two cities
(Providence, Rl and Buffalo, NY) together garnered 16 votes each.

Introductory remarks in San Antonio by Robinson emphasized how AAC was involved in the
creation of Amtrak’s Carolinian in the 1980s and the Piedmont in the 1990’s. In prepared
remarks before a nation-wide gathering of passenger rail advocates, Dr. Robinson praised the
North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) for the incredible pace at which it is
working to both satisfy the growing demand for current NC by Train Services, and plan for
additional services to and from currently unserved areas of the state.

Rail Passengers Association (RPA) staff and San Antonio meeting attendees viewed an 8-minute
video produced and narrated by Robinson that showed what Raleigh would have been able to
offer Rail Nation attendees in terms of a technical program. Both NC passenger rail advocacy
groups -- North Carolinians for Passenger Rail and All Aboard Carolinas -- were introduced in
the video, which may be viewed at this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6 RBFukUQ-U

Three North Carolinians, all passenger rail advocates, worked jointly on Robinson’s
presentation. They are Mills, NC4PR’s CEO; Wheeler, President, All Aboard Carolinas, and
Robinson, also a Raleigh resident. All Aboard Carolinas, which is disappointed not being
selected to host next fall’s Rail Nation conference, will hold its annual General Membership
meeting in Kannapolis, NC on Saturday, November 15, which will include election of officers and
directors for 2026. Meeting details from President Wheeler will follow to membership.
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